
FROM THE FOUNDER 
BY PAULA NICOLAS

As we embark on a new year, I am filled with gratitude and hope. The
past year was a testament to the resilience and generosity of our
community, and I want to take a moment to thank each and every one
of you for your unwavering support. Our success is built on the
support of our community, and we are eager to engage with you in new
and meaningful ways. Whether it's through volunteer opportunities,
fundraising events, or simply sharing our mission with your friends and
family, your involvement is invaluable. Together, we can create positive
change.
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Parramatta Outreach Service
PRINCE ALFRED PARK

Thank you to our wonderful volunteers that help each week at our Parramatta outreach service. This is
a big service with amazing volunteers who work hard in serving others in the community. 

It is a time of fellowship and charity, spreading love and food to those in the community, we couldn't
do it without all your help!

Woolloomooloo Outreach Service

Here at St. Merkorious Charity, we are so grateful to all the
volunteers who help share the bread at our Woolloomooloo
outreach service each week, again without your help this
wouldn't be possible. 



Australia Day 
A big thank you to the Nat ional  Austra l ia  Day Counci l
for  their  support  in  helping a id our c l ients  wi th
amazing hampers and meals  on such a wonderful  day .

 The week was f i l led wi th laughs ,  love and good
company.

St .  Merkor ious Char i ty  had the honors of
at tending the Thanksgiv ing Char i ty  Funct ion in
December .  

Thanksgiv ing Austra l ia ’ s  goal  is  to establ ish
sel f -susta inable communit ies  in many
underdeveloped countr ies ,  that  wi l l  create
posi t ive change and generate a  bet ter  qual i ty  of
l i fe  for  many generat ions to come.  

Thank you to Dr .  Anne Aly MP and Hon.  Edmond
Atal la  – MP member for  Mount Drui t t .  I t  was
great  to have met such wonderful  people
showing their  support  to the miss ion.

Thanksgiving Charity Function 
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Parramatta Council - Citizen of
the Year Award’s & Australian

Citizenship Ceremony

 UALM Awards
On Austra l ia  Day 2023 ,  S t .  Merkor ious Char i ty
was extremely honoured to have received the
Austra l ia  Day Award f rom UALM – Uni ted
Austra l ian Lebanese Movement .  St .
Merkor ious Char i ty  would l ike to thank UALM
as an organisat ion for  a l l  their  ef for ts .  
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On the 26 January 2023 ,  S t .  Merkor ious
Chari ty  was honoured to be nominee for  the
Community Service Award by the Ci ty  of
Parramatta .  I t  was an amazing day f i l led wi th
exci t ing act iv i t ies  and wonderful  people .  

We would l ike to thank Ambassador Ben
Far inazzo for  his  support .  Ben is  a  veteran ,
dual  Invictus Games gold medal is t  and an
ambassador for  l i fe l ine and soldiers  on
Austra l ia .  

We would a lso l ike to thank Lord Mayor
Counsel lor  Donna Davis  for  her  amazing
ef for ts  and for  the recogni t ion of
outstanding achievements wi thin the
community .



Kenvale College Volunteers

Mounties group – visit from
Arely Carrion

Rotary Granvile

SMC had the pr iv i lege of  providing Kenvale Col lege
students  exper ience in our k i tchens .  
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St .  Merkor ious char i ty  on the 31  January 2023
had the pr iv i lege of  welcoming Granvi l le
Rotary President  Mary Ghar ibian and the
team to discuss future endeavours to help
our community .

A huge thank you to Arely  Carr ion f rom
Mounties Group for  coming out  on 2

February 2023 to SMC to show her
support .



Fairfield City Council Sponsored Nutrition Seminar

Opening of Hudson Park stage 2

With the help of  Fair f ie ld Counci l ,  SMC conducted a nutr i t ion seminar  for  those want ing to
learn how to l ive a  heal thier  l i festy le .  The course was conducted every Monday for  2  hours .

St .  Merkor ious Char i ty  had the pr iv i lege of  ce lebrat ing the opening of  Hudson Park
stage 2  on 26 February 2023 .  

Hudson Park has many new amenit ies  inc luding a brand-new chi ldren ’s  p layground
and BBQ faci l i t ies .  chi ldren ’s  p layground and BBQ faci l i t ies .  

A very specia l  thank you to Cl l r  Karen Pensabene and Mayor of  Strathf ie ld Cl l r
Matthew Blackmore for  their  ef for ts  in support ing the Strathf ie ld Community and
BBQ faci l i t ies .  
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SMC International Women’s Day morning tea 

International Women’s Day
morning tea

Easter appeal

St .  Merkor ious Char i ty  hosted an Internat ional  Women’s  Day morning tea on the 9 March
2023 at  the char i ty ’s  headquarters  for  a l l  the amazing women that  volunteer  their  t ime
for  the char i ty .  

SMC recognise a l l  their  ef for ts  and are forever  b lessed and grateful  for  the wonderful
community that  we have.

PAGE 7

Thank you to everyone who helped
in our 2023 Easter  Appeal .  You have
helped so many struggl ing fami l ies
and indiv iduals  wi th everyday
necessi t ies .

St .  Merkor ious Char i ty  were invi ted to
celebrate Internat ional  Women’s  Day on
8 March 2023 wi th the WomenCan Fund –
Gynecologica l  Cancer  Research ,  a t  the
Hyatt  Regency in Sydney.

 I t  was an amazing event  f i l led wi th
empowered guest  speakers who tru ly  are
an inspirat ion to a l l .  A very specia l
thanks to Paula  Duncan who is  the
ambassador for  the WomanCan Fund.



Business & Professional Women Strathfield – Burwood Park

Keeping News Local
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SMC where honoured to be invi ted to the launch of  Keeping News Local  on the 12
March 2023 ,  and to have Paula  Nicolas  on the panel  as  a  guest  speaker .

 KNL is  an independent  Austra l ian based star t -up that  a ims to f i l l  the void and to
br ing local  news back to res idents  wherever  independent  local  news is  absent .  

A specia l  thanks to Suzy Michael ,  Mar iam George ,  and Hon.  Victor  Dominel lo .

St .  Merkor ious Char i ty  were grateful  to be invi ted to hold a  s tand at  the f i rs t  ever  Local
Community Services Expo run by Business & Profess ional  Women Strathf ie ld on 15
March 2023 .  

This  was a  great  in i t ia t ive to discover  and connect  wi th local  service providers  and
community groups and for  the local  res idents  to f ind out  what  is  avai lable in our
community .
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